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QUESTION 1

Identify the error in the following sentence: 

The young and ambitious writer whom the students chose to be their commencement speaker proved to be a
knowledgeable and inspiring orator on graduation day. 

A. whom 

B. chose 

C. knowledgeable and inspiring 

D. graduation 

E. No error 

Correct Answer: E 

Explanation: This sentence is correct as written. 

 

QUESTION 2

Determine whether the underlined portion of the sentence below is correct or whether it needs to be revised. Choose
the correct answer. 

The story is set in Boston, in colonial times when much of the land was undeveloped. 

A. No error 

B. Boston in colonial times when 

C. Boston, in colonial times: when 

D. Boston, in colonial times, when 

E. Boston; in colonial times, when 

Correct Answer: D 

Explanation: The clause needs to be separated with commas. 

 

QUESTION 3

Identify the error in the following sentence: 

To who should I mail the payment for our new refrigerator and stove? 

A. who 

B. I 
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C. and 

D. stove? 

E. No error 

Correct Answer: A 

Explanation: The correct answer is "who" because "who" is the object of this sentence. Remember that "who" is the
correct pronoun choice for the subject of a sentence, while "whom" is always an object. While the object generally
comes closer to the end of most sentences, questions are often structured with the object near the beginning. To correct
this sentence, just substitute "whom" for "who." Another hint that this sentence requires "whom" rather than "who" is that
the word falls after the preposition "to." Therefore, even if you didn\\'t recognize "who" as the object of the sentence, you
could still see that it\\'s the object of a preposition and needs to be changed to "whom." 

 

QUESTION 4

Determine whether the underlined portion of the sentence below is correct or whether it needs to be revised. Choose
the correct option. 

Until you learn the intricacies of the trade, one cannot be qualified to make a judgment. 

A. No error 

B. you can not be qualified 

C. one can\\'t be qualified 

D. you cannot be qualified 

E. one can not be qualified 

Correct Answer: D 

Explanation: In order to agree with the first part of the sentence, you must be used. 

 

QUESTION 5

Determine whether the underlined portion of the sentence below is correct or whether it needs to be revised. Choose
the correct option. 

Listen to you\\'re parents; they know more than you might think. 

A. No error 

B. you\\'re parents 

C. you\\'re parents, " 

D. your parents," 

E. your parents; 
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Correct Answer: E 

Explanation: The contraction for you are is inappropriate. Also, the two clauses express slightly different ideas and
should therefore be separated by a semi-colon. 
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